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Acting Chair Report  for 2012         February 2013 
State of the Industry  
Saskatchewan has experienced pockets of high loses in three of the last four years as well as areas 
with repeated years of below normal honey production.  Contributing factors have mainly been 
related to adverse weather conditions and the parasitic varroa mite through resistance to two current 
treatment options as well as lack of effective and viable rotation options for treatment for our climatic 
and management conditions.  Our industry could face potential new threats from resistant American 
Foul Brood (rAFB) from our neighboring provinces as well as Small Hive Beetle (SHB) of which a find 
was discovered in MB last fall.  The implications on our colonies through the spread of viruses, using 
varroa mite as a vector, is still not fully understood.  Modern “progressive” grain and oilseed farming 
practices also pose challenges to the Saskatchewan beekeeping industry. From pesticide kills, loss of 
apiary site locations and natural forage plants/trees through land clearing as well as draining and 
ditching of natural water bodies, they all have a negative impact on the beekeeping industry. 
 
In spite of these challenges our industry and the honey bee have never been so prevalent in the minds 
of the general public and a true understanding of their value to agriculture, the food supply and the 
world population is emerging.  In the face of challenges, the Saskatchewan bee industry continues to 
grow in colony numbers as well as seeing some new entrants into the business.  It is estimated 
Saskatchewan colonies numbers, including nucs, have climbed to roughly 120,000 colonies from as 
little as 85-90,000 colonies just 2-3 short years ago.  This growth can be attributed to two main 
factors – economics and management.   
 
Regarding management, SK beekeepers are some of the best in the world as shown by our honey 
production – the highest pound/colony average in Canada and among the highest in the world; in 
spite of our harsh climatic conditions and short production season.  SK beekeepers are innovative as 
shown through their leadership in self-sustainability and self-reliance.  While some imports of 
queens and packages are utilized within our province, there are few beekeepers that have not 
benefited through work to better develop breeding lines suited to our management, production and 
environmental conditions.  Few operations do not incorporate queen and nuc production within their 
operations for sustainable replacement stock for in-house use and/or for sale to others.  With a clear 
message coming out of the national stakeholder symposium hosted by the national body – Canadian 
Honey Council (CHC) last year on stock replacement, further opportunities in this area could present 
themselves in the coming year/s.  It is rare to have growth without coupled economic opportunity.  
We have seen stable and fair prices for the last few years and over the past few months’s prices have 
climbed roughly 20% and currently sit around the $2.00/pound level.  If these strong prices can 
sustain and remain stable the economic conditions will remain. 
 
Re search : 
There were various research projects that the SBDC participated in during the year of 2012 to help 
address industry challenges as well as fulfill our role through the Beekeepers Development Plan 
.  The SBDC has been active in supporting the following projects: 

� In 2012 the SBDC pledged to financial support an application by Dr. Albert Robertson 
pertaining to breeding and virus work with the Saskatraz developed lines if the project received 
approval from the Agriculture Development Fund.  Unfortunately, funding was not approved 
but we wish Albert success during the next grant application intake and invite him to apply to 
the SBDC again.   

� The SBDC also committed funds to a research project to help identify natural levels of bee 
repellents found in honey (products used by the beekeeping industry for honey 
removal).  Testing by CFIA has demonstrated that naturally occurring levels of bee repellents 
may be perceived “adulterants”.  This potentially poses a risk to the reputation of Canadian 
and Saskatchewan honey.  This project has been put on hold as the CFIA has indicated it will 
no longer test for these repellents that naturally occur in honey for the time being.  
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� The SBDC is in the final year of a three year commitment to an SBA project looking to identify 

better efficacy and windows for “soft chemicals” for the treatment of varroa mites  
� The SBA was recently approved for a second single year project though 2013 looking into 

overwintering effects on colonies based on different varroa mite treatments.   
� The board has also tentatively agreed to partially fund a project looking into population 

dynamics going into overwintering.  
Moving forward, nutrition and overwintering research will continue to be a focus in evaluating 
research projects.  The SBDC is actively encouraging all bee related applications. 
 
Promotion : 
The SBDC has been continuing to promote honey bees using various techniques and 
programs.  SBDC promotional projects include: 

� SBDC continues to support the Regina Bee Club in their efforts at the AG Expo during Agribition 
which focuses on introducing and educating school children on the honey bee industry and 
value of the honey bee.   

� The SBDC is participating in an additional beekeeping promotion program through AG in the 
Classroom which is also geared towards school children.   

� There is a series of promotional brochures in progress, with some brochures complete. 
� Development of display stands and material for promotion of our industry and products are 

also nearing completion.   
 
The specific purposes of the beekeepers plan include: 

� to assist in the development and promotion of bees and bee products in the domestic and 
international marketplaces; 

� to conduct and encourage research on: 

            (i) the production, market development and processing of bees and bee products; and 
            (ii) the consumption of bee products; 

� to develop procedures to maximize returns to registered beekeepers; 
� to advise governments on matters pertaining to bees and bee products research and 

development; 
� to gather, compile and distribute information related to the production, consumption and 

market development of bees and bee products; 
� to encourage the production of uniformly high-quality bees and bee products; 
� to promote harmony and communication within the bee and bee products industry; 
� to initiate and implement advertising programs, sales promotion programs and consumer 

education programs to expand awareness and demand for bees and bee products; 
� to establish a system of collecting check-offs on the production, marketing or production and 

marketing of bees and bee products for the purpose of carrying out the objectives of the 
beekeepers plan; and 

� to work in co-operation with any persons or organizations that have objectives similar to those 
of the beekeepers plan. 

I encourage all participants and non-participants alike to share ideas with our board to continue to 
pursue advances for our industry as they relate to the beekeepers plan. 

Corey Bacon - Acting Chair, Saskatchewan Beekeepers Development Commission 
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Disclosure of Payments of over $1000.00 
for year ending December 31, 2012

Regina & District Bee Club
$2,500.00 Promotion

Saskhoney.ca Clothing
$1,186.92 Promotion

Pamphlet Project 2011
$1,850.00 Promotion

CAAP S62-C Project
$10,000.00 Research
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Revenue  2012 Budget  2012 Actual  2013 Budget 

Producer Check-Off Fees  $     65,000.00  $   70,198.00  $              70,000.00 

Less Prod. Refunds  $     3,884.00 

 $     65,000.00  $   66,314.00  $              70,000.00 

Registration Fees  $       2,500.00 2,775.00$      2,500.00$                

Investment Income Received  $       2,000.00  $     2,888.00 3,000.00$                
Inv. Income Realized  $        199.00 

Inv. Income unrealized  $     2,708.00 

Computer Lease Income  $        219.00 
Truck Lease Income  $     12,700.00  $   12,000.00 12,000.00$              

Calendar Sales at AGM  $          56.00 

Total Income  $     82,200.00  $   87,159.00  $              87,500.00 

Expense Categories  2012 Budget  2012 Actual  2013 Budget 

Administrator Fees  $       3,900.00  $     3,900.00 3,900.00$                
Amortization  $       9,000.00  $     2,470.00 3,000.00$                
Board of Directors  $       1,500.00 3,039.00$      4,000.00$                
Business/Annual Meetings  $       2,000.00  $     1,562.00 2,000.00$                
Election/Nomination Expenses  $          375.00 500.00$                   
General & Administration  $          450.00  $     1,625.00 1,600.00$                
Promotion Brochures/Signs  $       7,500.00  $     1,850.00 5,000.00$                

Newsletter(communicatinos)  $       2,800.00  $     2,599.00 2,800.00$                
Promotions & Research  $     50,000.00  $     1,187.00 50,000.00$              
Professional Fees  $       2,200.00  $     3,510.00 2,500.00$                
Vehicle  $       1,700.00  $               -   1,700.00$                
Web Site  $                 -    $        314.00 400.00$                   
Projects/Donations

SBA CAAP S2-C Project  $     15,000.00  $   10,000.00 10,000.00$              
SBA CAAP S62-C Project  $                 -    $   11,070.00 -$                         
Manitoba/Sask Queen Breeders  $       5,000.00  $               -   -$                         
Regina & District Bee Club  $       2,500.00  $     2,500.00 2,500.00$                
Ag in Classroom??  $                 -    $        720.00 1,500.00$                
Other  $          500.00  $               -   -$                         
Total Expense  $   104,425.00  $   46,346.00  $              91,400.00 

Net Surplus (Deficit) -$     22,225.00  $   40,813.00  (-3900) 

SBDC Statement of Operations - Budget Update as of Feb 28.2013
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 
Date: Friday March 1st, 2013 
Time: 1:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Location: Nipawin, Northern Greens Resort, Sunset Room 
Attendance - Board: Conrad, Corey, Joe, Dan Valleau, Danny Wasylenchuk,  
Absent - Board: Calvin Parsons, Mark Knox 
Guest: Rick Lindsay ACS 

 
1. Call to Order : Corey @ 2:25pm 

2. Approval of the Agenda as circulated Dan Valleau and Neil Specht Carried 

3. Interim President’s comments - Corey – read Interim Chair Report to producers 

4. Approval of the Minutes – AGM meeting 01-03-2012 as presented: MS Trevor Rehaluk/Jake Berg 

5. New Business 

a. Election report – Conrad – Reporting officer could not attend. Announcement of elected board members 

Dr Barry Brown, Joe Edwards explained process and if someone would like to contest please send a letter 

into to Ag Council within 90 days.  Explanation on bi-election. 

b. Executive election report – Corey Bacon explained election 

c. Appointment of auditor for 2013 M/S on Parker Quine as 2013 Auditor Barry Brown/Lee Generaux 

Carried 

6. Financial Report – by Conrad Schultz 

a. 2012 Audited Financial Statements – need to include current money in bank, TAT team needs to support, 

Corey –committed reserve at 10% for 5 years to 50%. Suggestion: For future requests for funding, SBDC 

could indicate how much is available and perhaps which parts of a project. Corey indicated that any 

producer can call head office to find what funds are available for funding. M/S Jake Berg/Trevor Rehaluk 

Carried 

b. 2012 board approved budget. Motion to Approve Budget M/S Barry Brown/Neil Specht 

7. Open Floor – decision son who makes approval of projects, reasons for purchasing truck, queen breeders 

projects, American Foul Brood locations going public,  Corey thanks Geoff Tat Team, Conrad, Calvin for 

their work with and for SBDC 

8. Adjournment Motion by Brent McKee 3:45pm 
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